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Time of continwing at their villages.

About the first of April they return to their villages, re-
pair their lodges and prepare for planting. Here they re-
main until they have done working the corn, when a part
leave to make the summer hunt, which is the last of June
or the first of July, and it lasts about forty days or until
corn is fit for roasting. A part of the old men, women and
children are left to take care of the corn-fields and villages.
After this hunt is made in which they take principally the
deer, elk and buffalow they remain at their villages until
corn is harvested, which is about the first of Sept. Their
time is now spent in feasting, dancing and other kinds of
amusement. As soon as the corn is harvested, shelled,
dried and put up in sacks, a part is buried for future use,
and the remainder is carried with them; they then abandon
their villages and go to their hunting grounds where they
remain until about the first of Jan., when they collect at
some place of rendez-vous and pass the remainder of the
winter as before-mentioned after the summer hunt.

A Sabbath at Ap-pen-oore’s Village.

Aug. 10th.— This morn we invited Ap-pen-oore to break-
fast with us. It had been previously intimated to me that
he was skeptical in respect to the religion of his people,
but I had never heard him before intimate anything of the
kind. Possessing naturally a quick, penetrating mind, and
disposed to inquire into the reason and consistency of
things he has been led to see the emptiness and inconsist-
ency of their Me-shaum; and having received no proper
instruction in the Christian religion he is an infidel in re-
spect to all religion and a future state also.

Soon after we commenced eating he began of his own ac-
cord relating to the interpreter his belief. " From respect,”
says he, “and civility to my people I follow the Me-shaum,
but I do not believe in it, nor that there is any truth in the
traditions said to be handed down by it from our ancestors.”
“My body,"” continued he, is a substance animated in some
way by the air, and at death the breath will go out of it



